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LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ CǊŀƴŎΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

http://www.marybethdanielson.com/content/franc%E2%80%99s-wildly-successful-life   He has almost always lived 

on less than $15,000 a year ς which makes his lavish yard a curious place to admire and consider.  

Francõs Extravagant Garden

The secret of improved plant breeding, apart 

from scientific knowledge, is love.  L. Burbank 

 

The slate was free from a remodel of a 

municipal building in the northern burbs of 

Chicago; a friend was supervisor of the tear-out 

and it was cheaper for him if Franc would take it 

away! All pots are found or thrifted.  

The sticks by the door are from an antique 

croquet set that he found at WasteCap (address 

at end of this article). Antique garden tools are 

also here and there. The trees in the pots 

flanking the door are curly willows under-

planted with violas.  Both the wood door and 

storm door are from Habitat for Humanity 

reStore.  

The wooden shutters are also from the reStore. 

When he got them home they were already 

exactly the color of the house trim ς which had 

been painted 20 years ago.  

 

The view from the sidewalk, strolling past. Yep, 

he has the most beautiful garden on his street. 

Most of these plants developed from splits of 

bigger plants in the backyard. And the backyard 

plants came from friends, over the years, who 

http://www.marybethdanielson.com/content/franc%E2%80%99s-wildly-successful-life
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shared their bounty with him, just as he shares 

his with others. I, for example, have quite a few 

Franc plants. ό!ƴŘ YŀǘƘǊȅƴ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΧIƛΣ YŀǘƘǊȅƴΗύ  

 

Cacti (some of them) DO grow in the Midwest. 

A friendΩǎ cacti were overtaking her yard, she 

invited Franc to take as much as he wanted.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ мx2-yard section along the side of his 

ŦŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

in or going out. He also found pots of plants -

lilies!- on sale for a dollar per pot, so he spent 

$10 to bring more than $100 of perennials 

home.   

 

This is how one handles cacti... with tongs! The 

white fencing is plastic and is the neighbors; 

covering/disguising it with a wood fence is on 

his list. 

IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀ ǘƻ-do list with him. 

He just knows, when he sees something he 

likes, where he could use it. When that moment 

of karma happens, he buys the item.  

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 

The second best time is now. Unknown 

 

Franc: ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΗ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǿords I 

live by! The metal magazine rack is attached to 

a very large wrought iron gate (purchased for 

$50 from WasteCap) that is attached to the 

house on one side and an antique porch pillar 

from the Habitat for Humanity reStore, on the 

other side. It will be lined with cocoa fiber or 

burlap and planted with sedum. It hides the rain 

barrel in front of the house.έ  
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Franc: άThe $40 aluminum bench was picked up 

at the St. Vincent thrift store in Milwaukee. It 

had fabric upholstery on it, so I redid it in some 

Naugahyde that I had left over from an 

upholstery job I did years ago. ά 

 

Franc: ά¢ƘŜ ǿrought iron birdbath came from 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳŎƘǎƛŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 

was too much work keeping it clean for the 

birds, last year.έ 
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άUse house plants outside for the summer. It 

saves money and your plants will thank you for 

the vacation outside. On the $1.50 glass and 

aluminum table sits a plant in a black-painted 

catch pot that loves to sit in water. The little sea 

onions in the clay pot survived the winter 

months with only two waterings. They are 

joined by a $1 silvered glass dome that hides a 

battery operated candle for nighttime 

enjoyment. ¢ƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩs 

back yard when her house was sold.  The 

architectural fragment is from WasteCap.  

 

 

 

 

 

MB: Ferns like air but not direct sunlight. 

Hanging from a chain under a tree is; this is a 

ΨRock-a-bye BabyΩ fern.  

 

MB: ̧ ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ 

because his tools are right there (I drove up 

when he was working). 


